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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
Sanjaya S. (piano) 
Maneesha S. (piano) 
Sherry D. (piano) 
Braeden N. (piano) 
Jaden C. (piano) 
Sarah Z. (piano) 
 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER 

 
Arany P., Ahana N., Tanisha M., Jack L., Rex H., Paulo S., 
Theesik A., Clara F., Jason C., Mickaylah M., Chrisha J., 
Jashvir R., Jianna J., Marcia W., Eric L., Daniella F., Logan 
W., Abigail V., Tania T. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
IMPORTANT DAYS IN NOVEMBER 
 
November 9. Canadian Music Competition registrations deadline. 
November 11. Remembrance Day. 
November 13. PA day (YR). IMA is open. 
November 14. Diwali. 
 

 
 

 
NEWS 

 
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano 
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA 
will be free.  Call our Office or e-mail 
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information.  

 
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive 
price, with a free tuning and delivery. 
 

 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and 
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs 
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new 
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please 
tell your friends about your experience with the International 
Music Academy.  
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Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands 
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager 
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who 
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical 
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell 
them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit 
for each new student who registers at the International Music 
Academy as a result of your referral.  
 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 
 

The IMA offers personalized Gift 
Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift 
or for any other occasions as 
well as to encourage someone 
to start learning a musical 

instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or 
services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are 
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as 
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests 
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in 
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is 
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value 
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited 
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any 
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the 
accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International 
Music Academy. 
 
COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN NOVEMBER 
 

 
14, 1719 

 
MOZART, Leopold (father of Wolfgang) 

14, 1778 HUMMEL, Johann Nepomuk 
14, 1900 COPLAND, Aaron 
18, 1786 WEBER, Carl Maria Friedrich Ernst, Freiherr von 
18, 1860 PADEREWSKI, Ignacy Jan 
22, 1710 BACH, Wilhelm Friedemann 
22, 1913 BRITTEN, Lord Benjamin 
 

Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the 
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 

 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
 
Vladimir Dounin, M.Mus., B.A. 
Piano and Voice, Music Theory 
 

Vladimir Dounin was born 
in Russia in the family of a 
military doctor and a 
kindergarten teacher. 
When he was a student at 
Kazan Music College, 
there was no music 
teacher in his mom's 
kindergarten, so Vladimir 
was invited to teach 

young children to sing and dance, when he himself was only 14 
years old. A year later, he was invited to teach at the music 
school, and another year later he began working in the opera 
house as a vocal coach and accompanist. At 17, Vladimir entered 
the Moscow Conservatory and graduated with honors. After 
graduation, he worked as a soloist in the philharmonic society in 
the city of Sochi, and then was an assistant professor to Prof. V. 
Nielsen at the St. Petersburg Conservatory (post graduate school, 
Ph.D. in music). In 1970 he was one of the winners of the All-
USSR competition. In the following years, Vladimir worked as a 
concert pianist, opera chorus master and music teacher in 
Russia, South Africa, and then in Canada. He worked with 
internationally-renowned concert performers and Opera singers 
of Russia, Europe and America. Vladimir wrote many articles 
on"pianostreet.com, pianoworld.com and recorded many videos 
on "You Tube" related to piano pedagogy. 
 
Mr. Dounin was happy to answer a few questions for our Parents 
and Students: 
 
1. What do you like most about teaching? Teaching reminds me 
profession of ophthalmologist. My "patient" (student) looks at 
the most beautiful pictures of the world but cannot see and 
appreciate their beauty due to his/her "blurry vision" 
(misunderstanding). The student usually even cannot describe: 
what exactly is in front of his/her eyes. And after "treatment" my 
student is already amazed with the beauty of music and full of 
pride and happiness thanks to musical achievements. I have the 
same feeling as well, if our work was successful. Music pays back 
generously with joy and happiness if we are serious and honest 
with her. 
 
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? It is difficult to 
inspire someone to play ugly, unpleasant music. I do not think 
that someone can be inspired to eat a food with disgusting 
taste. On other hand, we do not need to inspire kids and even 
adult to eat ice-cream. And music is just a kind of food. Only the 
difference is that this "food" is not for mouth but for our 
ears. My way to inspire my students is playing beautiful, 
enjoyable music right away, starting from the very first lesson. 
Any scale, triad, even a single note can sound in a magic way and 
fascinate us, if we do it in a right way but not "upside down". I 



always show my students both ways of performing: in a right way 
and with (their) mistake, and then ask the students: which way 
do they prefer to play? The next step is to correct mistake and 
enjoy music without it. 
 
3. What roles does performance play in student’s development? 
Music students are lucky to be able to read and understand 
notes, when the majority of people around us cannot do so. It is 
like we can read interesting stories, and people around us are 
illiterate and never will hear and know these stories without us. 
It would be unfair, if we do not share our ability to enjoy and 
understand music with everyone, who wants and loves music.  It 
is beneficial for each performer as well: we understand and feel 
our "musical stories" much better and deeper, when we play our 
songs for audience. Each performer knows that feelings from 
public performance and from playing just for yourself are 
absolutely different. And each new performance opens, 
discovers something new in every song played publicly. Even if 
this particular song was played hundreds of times already in the 
past.   
 
4. Who are your favourite composers? The best of the best, of 
course - I am not unusual: Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, 
Glinka, Rachmaninov. However, I was lucky many times to find a 
lot of nice pieces composed by not so popular and even 
unknown composers. 
 
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording) 
you purchased for yourself? A wonderful book "The joy of 
children's favourites" by Denes Agay.  Almost 100 good songs in 
good, professional arrangement. All the rest I have already for 
many years and can get ANY classical piece from Russian Note 
Archive momentarily (by Internet).    
 
 
FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

Emily Breton 

•  What instrument do you play?  I 
play the piano.  
 
• How long have you taken 
lessons?  I have taken piano lessons 
for about 3 years. 
 
• Who are your favourite musical 
artists?  My favourite musical artists 
are Beethoven and Billie Eillish.   
 

• What are your other hobbies, besides music?  My other 
hobbies are drawing and cooking. 
 
• Favourite food? I love all kinds of food however my favourite 
types of food are Chinese and Italian.  

• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months?  The coolest thing I have learned is songs 
from my repertoire book.  
 
• Do you have any performance coming up? Not yet as the 
performances have been on hold due to Covid-19.  
 
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself 
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above. 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will 
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter. 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE 

 
W hy M usic  Educat ion  I s  M ore  Than 
Learn ing  How to  P lay  
 

 

If you were fortunate enough to have music education in school, 
what were those classes like? Did you pick up an instrument—
say, a recorder or violin, and learn how to play the scale and 
simple melodies? Did you listen to the classics and learn about 
the history of music? 

Musicians and music educators alike say that learning music is so 
much more than just playing an instrument, or learning about 
your favorite artists. It’s a window into other disciplines—and life 
skills—and teaches you how to learn and get along. 

That’s what Lorrie Murray, executive director of the Bay Area 
Music Project, told EdSurge earlier this fall. And it’s a sentiment 
echoed by a rock legend, Steven van Zandt, who most people 
have heard (as a member of Bruce Springsteen’s E Street Band) 
or watched (as the mobster Silvio Dante in “The Sopranos”). 

Murray and van Zandt are our guests on this week’s EdSurge 
podcast, and they share their different approaches to music 
education. Both say that although music may not be a lifestyle 
and profession for everyone, it can teach everybody lifelong 
lessons. 

“As much as we love to be known as a music program, we’re a 
social development program,” says Lorrie Murray, executive 
director of the Bay Area Music Project. The nonprofit, based in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, provides music education to children 
in communities that lack these opportunities. 



The Bay Area Music Project started in 2014, as an after-school 
pilot project at Maya Lin, an art-integrated, magnet school in 
Alameda, California. There was hardly any funding that first year, 
so the 40 students who participated learned to use a free 
instrument—their voice. The second year, it launched a violin 
program with instruments that were rescued from a dumpster at 
a nearby middle school. 

Throughout those trying years, Murray looked for support from 
local community partners, including the local Rotary Club and 
firefigher’s association. And they came through. Today, the after-
school program is offered at two schools, serving about 160 
children. 

More importantly, it has the instruments to stock a full 
orchestra, with strings, winds, brass and percussion sections. 
Students have performed with professionals, from the nearby UC 
Berkeley Symphony Orchestra to members from The Simón 
Bolívar Symphony Orchestra, from Venezuela. Last year, some 
performed at Salesforce’s annual conference with perhaps one 
of the most famed cellist of our time: Yo-Yo Ma. 

But just as the purpose of music education isn’t just about 
learning how to play music, the goal of the Bay Area Music 
Project isn’t to turn kids into professional performers. For 
Murray, a more important goal is to “raise our future leaders, to 
raise kids to be confident in themselves and understand that 
there is a world beyond them.” 

The Bay Area Music Project is inspired by a unique philosophy of 
music education, called “El Sistema,” which traces its roots to the 
1970’s in Venezuela. The idea is that music education is more 
than just music itself; it’s a means of uplifting and unifying 
underserved communities. It’s the belief that learning how to 
play music together is a powerful force for bringing together 
children across different backgrounds. 

“There’s no other place like an orchestra where people from 
varying backgrounds and coming from different ideas have to 
come in and be one together,” she says. “We have a piece of 
music that we all need to perform. Percussion, winds, strings all 
have their parts, and they all have to be in agreement.” 

She continues: “And that is the bigger issue in life, right? We are 
not always going to have the same background or viewpoint or 
come at it with the same idea. But at the end of the day, what do 
we want most? It’s to resolve conflict, and to be in agreement 
with respect to one another. So the orchestra is the vehicle 
through which kids have to learn to listen.” 

Across the country, a rock legend is taking another approach to 
music education as a way to help students in the classroom. That 
rocker is Steven Van Zandt, who plays for Bruce Springsteen’s E 
Street Band, and also appears in “The Sopranos” — among many 
claims to fame. 

In 2007, Van Zandt—or “Little Steven” as he’s more commonly 
known—established The Rock and Roll Forever Foundation, 

based in New York. Contrary to what the name might suggest, 
it’s not about learning how to rock, or play music in general. 

Last year, the group released TeachRock, an online music history 
curriculum with more than 170 lessons, covering the blues, 
British invasion and other genres that influenced rock. It also 
explores contemporary artists, like Ariana Grande and Beyoncé, 
looking back at the artists who influenced them. 

Van Zandt says TeachRock is more than just music history; the 
idea is to use music as a hook to explore all kinds of subjects, 
from English to science and social studies. He hopes that “the 
more that arts are integrated into an education program, the 
better those kids are at the other disciplines. In other words, the 
arts can stimulate how they learn and engage in other 
disciplines.” 

Like Murray, of The Bay Area Music Project, Van Zandt believes 
there’s a lot to lose when arts and music programs get cut. 

“We lose the ability of the arts to stimulate creativity, which 
carries into sciences and technology,” says Van Zandt. “The arts 
tends to connect the dots … from our senses, to our imagination, 
to our craft.” 

And it’s not just creativity that’s lost. One of America’s biggest 
exports—or certainly one of its most influential one—is 
entertainment, popular culture and music. 

“There’s a practical usefulness for art in the business world as 
well,” he adds. “And by the way, you don’t have to be an artist to 
make a living in the arts. Just in rock and roll alone, we have 
hundreds of people employed, from computer programmers to 
lighting people, to ... carpenters, metal workers, electricians, bus 
drivers, truck drivers, graphic artists, everything else. So there 
are hundreds and thousands of jobs per project involved in the 
arts. Whether or not you’re the artist is irrelevant.” 

To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the 
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on 
Twitter. 



 
 

 
 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beautiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

November 26, 2020 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


